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On the passing of Margaret Anne Holloway
BY JIM LOFTUS

Sadly predeceased by the passing of her husband, Peter Holloway, 
on December 9, 2016, and following her own brief illness, Anne 
Holloway passed away peacefully, at Toronto’s Sunnybrook 

Hospital on Saturday, October 21, 2017. Anne leaves behind her son 
and daughter, Sean and Gillian Holloway; daughter-in-law Shermane 
Antoine; her grandchildren, Liam, Elijah, Claire and Cameron: and 
many close friends and family.

Born in Grimsby and raised in London, Ontario, Anne was a 
longtime resident of North York and a cottager on Georgion Bay’s 
Petches Beach. She loved travelling with husband Peter in their 
magnificent silver Airstream trailer, often joining trailer convoys 
attending joyful rallies throughout Canada and North and South 
America.

Anne began her teaching career at the Canadian Armed Force’s 
bases in Europe, before completing many more years as a teacher, 
curriculum program developer, and as a staff advisory councillor at 

North York’s Earl Haig Secondary School.
Upon retirement from teaching, circa 1995, Anne became the 

first recording secretary with the newly formed North York Division 
of the Active Retired Members of OSSTF. She also became very 
actively involved in calling ARM members and friends to encourage 
their attendance and participation in all ARM meeting and luncheon 
activities.

We remember Anne and husband Peter with feelings of joy in their 
friendship and sadness in our realization of their loss to us.

Please note: Anne’s son and daughter, Sean and Gillian Holloway, 
have suggested that, in honour of their mother Anne’s passing, friends 
may make donations to the Heart and Stroke Foundation. Tax receipts 
will be issued for donations of $15 or more upon request. Cheques 
should be made payable to the Heart and Stroke Foundation. Visa, 
Master Card and American Express credit cards will also be accepted.
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Calendar
Monday, November 27, 2017. ARM’s Annual Fall 
Curling Bonspiel, at the Donalda Club, Don Mills. 
Registration, 9.30 a.m. Face-Off, 10:00 am or earlier, as 
possible. $28 per player, after $13.50 subsidy by Educators 
Financial Group. Fee includes four ends of curling and 
excellent luncheon. A maximum of 32 curlers, so register 
ASAP with Jim Loftus 416-447-0811, as spaces are quickly 
filled.
Wednesday, November 29, 2017. OTIP Information 
Workshop. Registration 10:00 am. Presentation 10:30 am. 
Luncheon provided. 60 Mobile Drive. Lower Level – Erie 
Room. Call Jim Loftus to confirm attendance, 416-447-0811.
Wednesday, December 6, 2017. ARM’s Annual Holiday 
Celebration at the Latvian Centre, 4 Credit Union Drive 
(adjacent to OSSTF Provincial Office, 60 Mobile Drive, 
North York). Confirm attendance with Jim Loftus 416-447-
0811. Lunch includes turkey with all the trimmings, beverage 
choices, good company and live music to usher in the spirit 
of  the season.
Tuesdays, January 2 to March 13, 2018. Weekly Indoor 
Golf  Training Sessions at Metro Dome. Two golf  pros 
will coach 30 or so aspiring professionals in all aspects of  
the game. Fees are $260 for all 10 weekly sessions and $32.50 
for each single session. Confirm your choice of  10 or single 

session participation with Jim Loftus at 416-447-0811 by 
Wednesday, December 27, 2017.
Wednesday, January 17, 2018. Annual Sponsors’ 
Workshop. 60 Mobile Drive, Lower Level, Erie Room. 
Registration begins at 9:30, presentation starts at 10 am. 
$20 cover. Representatives from OTIP, Educators’ Financial 
and Teacher’s Life will present general information and any 
changes to exiting benefits plans for 2017.
Wednesday, May 23, 2018, ARM’s Annual Spring 
Golf Tournament, on the Challenge Course, Rolling 
Hills, Warden Ave, north of Stouffville Road, Gormley. 
Registration at 9:30 a.m. Shotgun Tee-Off at 10:00 am. $70 
fee includes 18 holes of golf, cart for two, BBQ luncheon 
of chicken, salads, vegetable plate, assorted cookies, 
coffee or tea, taxes, gratuities and prizes. Proceeds of a 
50/50 raffle and a silent auction are donated to the Swing 
For Kids children’s charity. Send $70 per golfer, by cheque, 
to Jim Loftus, 301–7 Roanoke Rd. Toronto, ON, M3A 
1E3. Cheques should be mailed by May 11, 2018 and made 
payable to ARM Chapter 12. Call Jim Loftus for additional 
information at 416-447-0811.
Wednesday, May 30, 2018, ARM Chapter 12 Annual 
General Meeting, 60 Mobile Drive, Lower Level, Erie 
Room.

Out of Town Events
CHAPTER 9 (Windsor-Essex) 
November 3, January 5th First Friday Monthly Chapter 
Breakfasts.  They start @ 9am  The Lumberjack Restaurant 475 
Tecumseh Rd. E. Windsor Contact: Jacques Aharonian (519) 948-
7570x 234 or armchapter9@outlook.com
December 7, ARM Annual Winter Luncheon The event begins 
@ 11:30 The Ciociaro Club  3745 North Talbot Rd. Windsor. The 
charge includes lunch and a donation to a local charity selected by the 
Chapter Executive. Members are also encouraged to donate items to 
be raffled off for proceeds included for the charity. Contact:  Same as 
above 
CHAPTER 11 (Thames Valley)
November 30, Chapter 11 Presentation by Alzheimer Society of  
London  Details TBA
December 18, Annual Holiday Gift Card Drive  As in recent years, 
in lieu of a Christmas lunch, the Chapter has plans underway for 
an expenditure on grocery voucher gift cards and hampers for very 
needy students in selected TVDSB secondary schools. For further 
information or involvement, contact Chapter 11 President Mary Lou 
Cunningham (armpresident@osstf11.com)
CHAPTER 13/16 ( Durham/York)
November 17, ARM 13/16 PA Day Workshop As part of  
the overall combined District 13/16 PA Day, this newest ARM 

joint Chapter will host a specific workshop on the topic of estate 
planning and preparing for retirement. The presentation starts @ 
9am and will be at the Uxbridge Secondary School, 127 Planks Lane, 
Uxbridge.  Contacts:  Colleen Ireland (President) colleen.r.ireland@
gmail.com or Cyndie Jacobs (Sect›y) cyndiejacobs1@gmail.com
CHAPTER 21/18 (Hamilton - Wentworth / Upper Grand)
November 21, Autumn Chapter Lunch Participants meet @ 12 
noon @ The Village Restaurant 35 King St. E. Stoney Creek Contact: 
Milt Payne (President)  milt_payne@hotmail.com 
December 12, Museum Tour and Christmas Lunch  Participants 
meet @ the Whitehern Historic House 41 Jackson St. W. 
Hamilton around 11am for tour to begin. (Parking is available at city 
Hall) Lunch is planned for 12:30 @ George Hamilton Restaurant 152 
King St. W. Hamilton  Contact:  Same as above
CHAPTER 22 (Niagara)
November 8, January 10, Monthly Chapter Breakfast Chapter 
Breakfasts start @ 9:30am and the locations vary throughout Niagara 
Region. For November, the location is Downtown Dolce 223 King St. 
Port Colborne but the location in January is still TBA. 
December 13, Chapter Christmas Luncheon The location was not 
yet finalized as of our print deadline.
Contact for all Chapter 22 events:  Ray Marshall, 
President  (rmarshall23@gmail.com)
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Presidential Perspective

Ready for a Responsible Provincial Government?
Time to dump the privatizing, education and health under-funding regime of Premier Wynne
BY MANFREd NETzEL, PRESIdENT, ARM CHAPTER 12 OSSTF

Thursday, June 7th, 2018. Mark that date on your 
calendar, computer, day planner or on your 
arm with a tattoo (just kidding) as this is the 

scheduled date for the next Ontario election. This will 
be a critical day and the month preceding it, since the 
current opinion polling shows wide variations as to voter 
preferences, leaders’ popularity levels and the issues that 
will engage the over 10 million eligible voters the most 
or the least.

On October 20th, Provincial OSSTF and the CPAC 
Committee held a day-long event in Toronto referred 
to as “Election Readiness Consultations” to which 
the ARM chapters were also invited. I attended as 
our Chapter 12 representative and have thus decided 
to make the information given the basis for my 
contribution to this issue of  After School.

According to OSSTF President Harvey Bischof, 
who opened the conference, he reminded the audience 
that October was the twentieth anniversary of  public 
education’s “Great Political Protest” in 1997. Don’t 
we all remember the exhilaration (and ultimate 
disappointment) of  those two weeks? Back then, and 
to this day, the event remains the largest example of  
collective political action held anywhere in North 
America. He also reminded us that the 1995 election 
campaign had few education issues except for the 
infamous Rae Days which were still fresh in the minds 
of  OSSTF and other public sector workers. Arguably, 
their impact was the precedent for the subsequent Mike 
Harris government and agenda of  union-bashing, under-
funding of  public education and other public services 
and threatening professionalism through amalgamation 
of  school boards, contract stripping and the seemingly 
punitive creation of  a college of  teachers. 

The president clearly stated the philosophy and 
objectives of  the federation in 2017-2018:

• to actively work for a pro-public education 
platform using smart and strategic tactics;

• developing active rather than reactive actions 
as the 8-month pre-election period is critical 
because some of  the major parties will hold policy 
conventions or release their election platforms in 
the next few months;

• identifying and implementing key election 
strategies such as all-member engagement and 
involvement, particularly for ARM or other 
retired educators and support staff;

• identifying key swing ridings, as the number of  
electoral ridings will increase across Ontario – 
Toronto alone will get three new ridings to a new 
total of  25;

• interviewing local candidates to identify the best 
platform worthy of  both local endorsements and 
encouraging OSSTF members (active and retired) 
to work for and donate to these candidates and 
parties.

The biggest changes that will make the 2018 election 
campaign quite different and more challenging than 
last time were outlined by Executive Assistant and 
former District 12 Executive Officer, Paul Kossta. 
Fundamentally, they are the result of  major electoral 
law reforms (some would say democratic interference) 
brought in by the Liberal Wynne government last 
December to take effect as of  January 1 this year. The 
main areas of  direct impact are related to electoral 
financing and donations, as well as third-party 
advertising, both of  which were important features in 
electing or defeating candidates and their parties. In 
short, direct donations by unions or businesses will 
be prohibited (including paid time-release), individual 
donations or in-kind contributions to a campaign will 
be drastically reduced, and the scope of  third-party 
advertising, such as the anti-Tory Working Families 
Coalition, will be more monitored and financially much 
more restricted the closer the period prior to election 
day. As a form of  compensation to both parties and 
candidates, the provincial election rebates will be 
increased for both the actual number of  votes cast 
and with the general rebate funding formula for each 
registered party.

The practical result of  this overhaul of  Ontario 
elections procedures is to dramatically reduce the 
influence of  third-party entities and put the onus on 
individuals to participate and put their money where 
their mouth is. The only other positive change is the 
new authority now given to municipalities to decide 
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the operation of  local elections in 2018. This means 
that local governments can decide whether to abandon 
the current first-past-the-post system of  voting for 
another more proportional or ranked ballot system. 
Thus, London has already decided to run their next local 
election on the latter model, and Kingston will have a 
referendum to decide which way to go. Could we hope 
for such options in our fair city too?

The agenda item of  the OSSTF conference that was 
maybe the most interesting in my view – what do the 
opinion polls currently show about the issues of  real 
concern to Ontarians almost a year before the election? 
To give some expert insight, pollster Mark Zwelling, 
who has had OSSTF as a client for many years (and we 
have had as a local speaker several years ago) gave some 
surprising observations based on polling he had done in 
September. If  you thought that our issues were of  high 
priority for the general public, think again. Zwelling’s 
polling shows some distressing findings:

• only three per cent of  voters can be identified 
as education voters who see education and the 
quality of  public schools as the single most 
important reason in deciding which party or 
candidate to vote for (the economy and healthcare 
are the top voter issues);

• for education-oriented voters, the top two issues 
for them are greater support for students with 
special needs and funding for public schools. 
However, issues such as class size, violence in 
schools and the physical condition of  schools are 
showing a level of  priority only between 14 and 
17 per cent;

• online education has great resonance as an issue 

for identified voters due to both cost savings and 
the general concern for greater technological 
skills and relevance, even though such a means of  
instruction could lead to more home schooling 
and cuts to teaching positions due to no limits to 
student course enrollment.

If  there were any consoling aspects to these polling 
results, it would be that 70 per cent of  voters would 
support a single public system with perceived lower 
costs. In addition, between 35 and 40 per cent of  voters 
are not sure about Patrick Brown becoming the new 
premier since they are unsure about his vision or his 
policy initiatives – let’s keep that view.

What is clear is that individuals are now more 
important than ever for becoming actively engaged in 
the election campaign because of  the greater restrictions 
brought about by the changes to election financing and 
advertising. Your federation and ARM chapter now need 
your personal commitment to meet this challenge over 
the next eight months.

Stay informed, get politically engaged and help 
the candidate (or party) with the best pro-education 
platform leading up to the June 2018 election.

At this time, I would also like to wish you and yours 
a happy Holiday Season, along with the hope for all to 
enjoy a healthy and prosperous 2018. Please consider 
joining me, the executive and many of  your colleagues 
for our annual Holiday Party on December 6th. The 
details for the event are found on the back page of  this 
newsletter.

In Federation,

Manfred
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Great Pubs

Relish Bar and Grill
2152 Danforth Ave. Toronto, (416) 425-4664 www.relishbarandgrill.com
BY ALLAN HUx (416) 487-8255 OR ALLANHUx@SYMPATICO.CA

I want to thank Stewart Craven for nominating 
the Relish Bar and Grill in the east end of  
Toronto in the Upper Beach. The Relish is on 

the north side of Danforth Avenue just a short 
block east of the Woodbine subway station – 
very handy for commuters. On this occasion, we 
were going to a matinée performance of Huff  
at Soulpepper in the Distillery District and so my 
wife, Denise Graham, drove us to the pub. She 
found a parking spot right on the Danforth directly 
across the street from the pub. Street parking in the 
immediate area is very inexpensive and there are 
several municipal lots nearby.

As you know, I believe there are at least eight key 
criteria that must be considered when reviewing a 
pub. These are: the brews, fare, service, location, 
atmosphere, design/layout/décor, price, and 
accessibility and I will address them in random 
order.

Our server was very accommodating and 
assured us that they could serve us promptly when 
we explained that we needed to rush off to a play. When I explained 
about my onion allergy, she was very attentive and said that I would 
have to avoid the quiche specials, but they could modify most of the 
other dishes on the menu. The quiches are highly recommended by 
the Cravens and I am sure that many of you would enjoy them.

The lunch menu is very impressive with a special Tapas Trio feature 
that offers selections from three Tapas sections for $16.50. The first 
Tapa section offers a number of salads; the second some salads, shells 
and wraps; the third section a number of grilled meat and veggie items. 
If patrons order Tapas items individually from these sections the 
cost is six, seven and nine dollars respectively. If you are hungry and 
decide to go for the Tapas Trio, you save six dollars and have a very 
large, tasty and varied meal. On this occasion, I did not try the Tapas 
Trio combo and decided to go for the salmon omelette daily special 
with a spinach appetizer salad. The salad, seven dollars, was amazing 
with lots of walnuts, blueberries and little tomatoes and a nice light 
dressing mixed with the many spinach leaves. I highly recommend this 
salad. Of course the salmon omelette at 13 dollars with roasted new 
potatoes was excellent and after these two items, I had no room to try 
their homemade desserts. For people with a sweet tooth there are four 
regular desserts and four gluten-free desserts including crème caramel, 
crème brulé, Belgian chocolate potenta cake, and vegan chocolate 
peanut butter pie. Next time we visit, I plan to starve myself for 24 
hours so I will have room for several desserts.

The beer and wine lists are extensive and on this sunny fall 
afternoon I decided to try the Beaus Lug Tread lager which had been 

unavailable at the Parlour Restaurant in Stratford the day before. I 
really enjoyed it and Denise had Sidelaunch Mountain Lager with her 
pizzette of the day which she thoroughly enjoyed. Personally, I found 
the Sidelaunch Mountain Lager a little light. They were seven dollars 
for 550 ml. glasses.

The Relish Bar and Grill is situated on the north-east corner of  
Cedarvale Ave. and Danforth. It is a long narrow pub with 8 seats 
at the bar and a series of high tables that would seat four followed 
by a number of lower tables for two that are side by side and can 
accommodate a larger group of friends. Their west wall of windows 
receives the afternoon sunlight which is quite lovely. They do have a 
very small patio on the Danforth. This is, I think, the first pub whose 
washrooms are on the main floor with doors that are wide enough to 
accommodate a person with a wheelchair or walker. Neither of the 
two gender neutral washrooms has a urinal, a fact which is unfortunate 
in the eyes of some people.

The Relish has live music at seven pm, seven nights a week and on 
prime evenings has a second set at nine pm; there is also Sunday night 
karaoke. See the website for the list of performers for the next four 
weeks. Stewart Craven assures me that the dinner menu is excellent 
and the music enjoyable. Personally, I like my pubs a little quieter 
where I can have conversations with my friends without shouting over 
the entertainment. I invite you to go with your music buddies some 
evening to party on the Danforth and I invite ARM members to join 
us for lunch at one pm on Thursday, November 16.

Open and ready for the first diners of the day. As the owner told us, 
“Relish is a verb.”
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Opinion

Should Rodeos Be Banned?
Cruelty to animals is wrong. Rodeos are cruel
BY JULIA HARNEY

On the evening of August 24, I am in Vieux Montreal walking 
down Jacques Cartier Square towards the river.  A cold east 
wind makes me shiver in my summer clothes.  Fifty to sixty 

people of all ages have gathered in Vieux Port to protest the Nomad 
Fest Urban Rodeo, August 24-27, 2017, approved by Mayor Denis 
Coderre as part of the 375th anniversary of the founding of Montreal.  
The protesters say that the rodeo has no connection to the history or 
the culture of Montreal.  Their placards and pamphlets in French and 
English state:

“Célébrons Montréal sans cruauté” / “Celebrate Montreal without 
cruelty”

“Disons “NON” au Rodéo” / “Let’s say “NO” to Rodeo!”
“N’encourageons pas les spectacles avec animaux” / “Let’s stop 

supporting shows using animals”
A few pro-rodeo folk wearing cowboy hats are present.  CTV 

Montreal is also here.
A group of Grannies, in their wide-brimmed floral hats, wearing 

long dresses, are singing their lyrics of protest in French and English.  
They were one of the citizen delegations to visit Mayor Denis 

Coderre’s office.  Their objections to the rodeo were ignored.  
The events featured in rodeos are based on human domination 

of animals and the exploitation of the animal’s fear, pain and instinct 
to escape.  The risk of harm that the animals are facing is very real. In 
May 2017, a horse named Grady died after suffering a spinal injury 
during an event at a rodeo in Saint-Tite, Quebec.  The time has finally 
come to ban such displays of cruelty where animals are exploited for 
the sake of our “entertainment”.  

According to Le Journal de Montréal, dated August 25, 2017, the 
four-day rodeo involved 125 cowboys, 100 horses, 50 bulls at a cost of  
$1.5 million.
Again, I hear the voices of the Indigenous elders speaking to us at 
gatherings in the 1980’s and 1990’s: “Every living creature has a spirit.  
We need to respect them and protect their environment.  They are our 
brothers and sisters.  What happens to the wolf will happen to man.”  
Are rodeos in the same category as bull fighting, cock fighting, 
dog fighting and bear-baiting?  Should rodeos be banned?  Please 
send your comments to After School, attention Neil Walker, Editor, 
nwal.42@gmail.com.
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Curmudgeon’s Corner

A Politician Who Keeps Promises
Trump inspires an overwhelming sense of awe
BY PAUL ROOK

During the past two years, ever since he decided 
to run for President, I have been awed by what 
Donald Trump has achieved. Based on this 

statement, some of  you may be wondering if  I have gone 
over to the dark side. Others may be questioning my sanity. 
Before you start writing nasty letters to the editor, let’s look at 
the facts. They could of  course be alternative facts.

One thing that has awed me is his record since being 
elected. Most politicians make promises and then rapidly 
forget them or find excuses for not implementing them 
after being elected. Not our Donald. He is systematically 
going through his list. Indeed, when Steve Bannon was on 
the White House staff  he actually had a list on his wall and 
checked off  each promise kept. Wow – a politician who is 
working so hard to accomplish what he said he would do. 
This is as close as we can get to a miracle. However, if  we 
look closer, many of  his promises have or may have negative 
consequences for groups and even the whole world. His 
recent executive order about Obamacare will mean fewer 
Americans will have health care coverage. At least it is a start 
to ending Obamacare as promised. His unwillingness to 
support the deal with Iran may have serious consequences 
for peace in the Middle East. There is still the issue of  the 
wall, but he has not given up on that. When you look at his 
list of  promises, they either relate to ending anything Obama 
accomplished or to imposing negative things. But what the 
heck – he is keeping his promises.

I was awed by the very fact that a man who had no 
experience in government, who has thin skin and a volatile 
temper, who insulted and demeaned his political opponents 
and who broke almost every rule of  civilized campaigning 
could not only win the Republican nomination but also 
the Presidency. But here we can see the real genius of  The 
Donald.

He quickly identified the things that many Americans are 
angry about, such as immigrants and NAFTA who together 
have supposedly taken their jobs, a remote government in 
Washington which does not seem to care and an elite that 
is running America. Wouldn’t Trump who is a billionaire be 
part of  this elite? What, did this not come up? The answer is 
that Trump ran a campaign which played upon emotions of  
Americans, especially anger and fear. Using short phases such 
as “build the wall” and “drain the swamp” and his off-the-
cuff  arousing speaking style, he drove his supporters into an 
emotional frenzy. In my opinion he should win demagogue 
of  the century award. He might consider this an honour. In 

fact, when he turned sideways and stuck his chin out at the 
Republican Convention he reminded me of  Mussolini. I will 
leave it to you to figure out other demagogues he could be 
compared to.

His most brilliant phrase was “make America great again.” 
In a simple phase he put into voter’s minds that America is no 
longer great and that he alone would restore it to its former 
greatness. He never clearly explained when this greatness was. 
But why bother about messy details?  They only give your 
opponents ammunition to attack you.

Trump has another skill which helped him get elected. He 
instinctively knows how to grab the headlines. Hillary Clinton 
complained that she didn’t get enough media attention. 
But who is going to get the coverage? A policy wonk who 
usually tells the truth or a candidate who constantly makes 
outrageous statements and tells lies. (Excuse me; I should 
say provides alternative facts.) Trump has changed the way 
people look at the news. We now have fake news, which of  
course is the news presented by CNN, the Washington Post 
etc. He is telling his supporters not to trust their reporting. 
The irony is that with the constant coverage of  Trump, CNN 
viewership has increased dramatically and as a result they 
can charge more for ads. He is making them stronger and 
richer. Indeed, the only thing that drove Trump coverage off  
CNN were the hurricanes. It took a bigger wind to replace a 
blowhard.

I was amazed by how Trump was able to change the whole 
discussion around the protest by NFL players. They were 
kneeling during the national anthem to protest against the 
treatment of  blacks in the USA. He said they were showing 
disrespect for America and its flag and military and many 
started to see it that way. Why was he involved in this issue in 
this way? Could it be because 70% of  NFL players are black 
and his stand would appeal to his supporters most of  whom 
are white and many of  whom are racists? Again he found 
another way to rev up his base of  supporters.

Let’s go back to my feeling of  awe. Most think this just 
means admiration. There is another definition – fear or 
trepidation. This is how I ultimately feel about Trump. His 
temperament, lack of  knowledge and refusal to listen to 
experts has already had negative impacts on everything from 
the Paris climate change agreement to health care. He could 
take us into a nuclear war over North Korea. We have to be 
concerned about the mad man in the White House not just 
the one in North Korea.
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Pensions

Bill C-27 Attacks defined Benefit Pension Plans
This bill, still languishing in the House, could set a dangerous precedent for the OTPP to which we 
currently contribute and from which we benefit
BY PAUL HEAddON

At the moment there are two major types of  
pensions in Canada. The most advantageous 
type for a retiree is a defined benefits (DB) 

pension plan. A defined benefits pension plan accrues 
benefits for service to an employer. The employer 
is legally obliged to fund the plan. Most DB plans 
have equal contributions from the employees and 
the employer. The auto industry in the past made 
all of  the contributions for their employees (thus 
giving the employer more control over the pension 
plan). DB pensions are legally protected and cannot 
be retroactively decreased unless the employer goes 
bankrupt; for example, Nortel or Stelco. Defined 
Benefits Pension plans utilize a formula to determine 
one’s pension. 

The only disadvantage of  a defined benefits pension 
plan is one with a lack of  cost of  living allowance (cola). 
A pension at the age of  60 or 65 years may not be as 
financially viable 30 years later. The main advantage of  
DB plans is their security and predictability. It is easy to 
calculate one’s pension.

The second type of  pension that has been in the 
forefront since the financial crisis of  2008 is a defined 
contribution pension. Payments are usually made by 
both the employee and the employer. The contributions 
are invested but the return is unpredictable. If  the 
investments are sold when one retires in a time of  
financial instability and low interest rates, low stock 
market, or low real estate prices, the pension will be 
smaller than it would have been in good financial times. 
A retiree could use the money to buy an annuity that 
would pay a net amount of  money (monthly). Annuities 
do not generally have a cola. 

On October 16, 2016 Bill C-27 an Act to Amend 
the Pension Benefits Standards Act of  1985 was 
introduced in the House of  Commons without any 

prior consultation with the public, unions, pension plan 
members or retirees. The plan sets up the framework for 
a target-benefit pension plan for crown corporations and 
pension plans in the federal private sector. 

Bill C-27 will be used to remove defined benefits 
pension plans with a new pension plan that takes away 
the risk, legal obligations and cost for employers. 

This bill would allow a target pension plan to be 
established along with an existing defined benefits 
pension plan. Attempts would then be made to persuade 
the DB members and retirees to give up their DB plans 
in exchange for TP plan benefits. Various methods 
may be used such as a one-time increase in salary, 
improvements in benefits, more vacation time or a 
lump-sum payment. These are short term improvements 
for the employees. This is a one-sided type of  pension 
with all of  the benefits accruing to the employers. The 
employees are the T(arget) in this situation. 

A target-pension is highly vested in favour of  the 
employer in the following manner: 

• The legal requirement for the employer to fund 
the plan is removed.

• Benefits can be reduced in the future as well as 
for retirees.

• The employer is not obligated to make any more 
payments or to cap their payments where a 
shortfall in the plan occurs. This would occur in 
situations which contributions would not be high 
enough to cover a shortfall.

• TP plans would not be jointly governed by unions 
and the employer-appointed trustees. Unions 
lose their ability to protect employee and retiree 
interests.

All retirees and members of  defined benefit pension 
plans should be prepared to fight this imposition and 
attack on their pension rights, Bill C-27.
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We Own It

Public Equals Better
Privatization – a quick route to higher costs and reduced services
BY JIM MILE

There is a seductive siren call of  “faster, better, 
cheaper” that lures the unsuspecting toward sharp 
rocks and destruction. We have heard it before, 

sometimes quietly, sometimes urgently over the years in 
Ontario and Canada. “Better, faster, cheaper”, of  course, 
means privatization. Steering public services away from 
these rocks requires constant vigilance and determined 
action.

Tina Faibish, campaign organizer of  We Own It and 
president of  OPSEU Local 552 was our guest at the 
ARM luncheon on September 27. She pointed out that 
the most visible threat today in Ontario is the continued 
sale of  Ontario Hydro. Premier Wynne and the Liberal 
Government have already sold off  a portion and plan 
to sell more. The benefit to Ontarians is doubtful since 
everyone has seen electricity rates increase and they will 

continue to do so.
The impetus toward privatization, Tina reminds us, 

occurs in all parts of  the services delivered to the public: 
health care like hospitals, medical labs, MRIs, highways like 
the 407, garbage collection, nursing homes, cancer clinics, 
LCBO among others.

A tragic example was the privatization of  the Walkerton 
treatment facility. Its breakdown resulted in seven deaths 
and 2500 sickened citizens. On larger scale was the 
Hamilton wastewater treatment system that was turned 
over to a private company in 1994. The improvements 
to the infrastructure that were promised were not kept. 
Then, in 1996, there was a huge sewage spill into Hamilton 
Harbour that cost $2.5 million to clean up. Residents 
demanded and got water treatment services returned to the 
city.

After a fine presentation, some of those attending gathered to raise their clenched fists in solidarity with OPSEU 
We Own It campaign organizer Tina Faibish.
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The move to return public services to the public has 
been spreading over many countries such as the UK, 
Australia and Chile. Across the world citizens have become 
aware, have mobilized and are taking action.

The role that we as individuals can play can be simple 
and easy or more active. Buying liquor and beer at the 
LCBO, instead of  Loblaws or Metro, is only mildly 
inconvenient to us but it makes a difference. The profits 
from sales in grocery stores go to the owners; the profits 
of  the LCBO go to the provincial government to help pay 
for such things as health care and schools.

When a lab test is required, we can ask 
for a publicly owned lab, not a private 
one. If  we need a service call from Bell 
or Rogers, we can ask for a unionized 
technician. Any time we need a service 
of  any kind we could request unionized 
personnel.

For a more active role, we can talk to 
our neighbours and friends over the fence 
or over coffee about the importance of  
keeping public services public. We can 
put up and pass out lawn signs. There are 
lots of  clear and informative brochures 
which we can drop into our neighbours’ 
mailboxes. All these materials are available 
from WeOwnIt.ca as well as We Own It 
Canada on Facebook or on Twitter @
WeOwnItCA.

Direct lobbying of  your local 
politicians really gets their attention. 
Get a friend or two, make an appointment, take a few 
brochures, settle on a couple of  points to make. Politicians 
are always happy to talk with you. You’ll get a free coffee 
and a ballpoint pen to boot. We can write to the premier. 
We can attend town hall meetings hosted by our elected 

representatives and that offers great opportunities to ask 
questions and demand change.

Finally, Tina offered her and her colleagues’ help with 

any activity like joining in a town hall meeting or coming 
to your group’s discussion. She can be reached at 416-420-
5550 or tinaweownit@gmail.com. It will never be smooth 
sailing because the sirens will always beckon so we must be 
alert and prepared.

Presenter Tina Faibish made a compelling case against 
privatization of our public services

Workshop participant Julia Harney asked Faibish what 
we can do to to forestall privatization

Lawn signs were a big seller after the presentation
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Travel

El Camino – I did it my way
Level of fitness and desire to walk are essential ingredients in a successful El Camino
BY MICHELLE BARRACLOUGH

I am back from Spain after a wonderful adventure. 
Several years ago, I completed part of  the 
Camino, from Leon to Santiago de Compostela. 

For those of  you who might not know, the Camino is 
a pilgrimage across the north of  Spain. Originating in 
the Middle Ages, this pilgrimage has been followed by 
many people. I have wanted to walk the 800 kms for 
quite a few years and started my pilgrimage the year 
after I retired.

Travelling with a couple of  friends, I managed 
the last part without too many problems. This past 
September, I accompanied the same friends with 
a couple of  others to complete the first bit of  the 
Camino from St Jean Pied de Port in France to 
Burgos in Spain.

There were six of  us and we had our own reasons 
for doing the Camino, some of  them religious and 
others not. One thing you need to decide when you 
go is your level of  fitness and how you want to travel. 

I opted for a company that transports the luggage and small 
hotels. I was happy with my choice, but of  course it is much 
more expensive than the albergues (hostels), and carrying all your 
worldly goods. I have reached an age where, if  I am not enjoying 
something, I don’t do it. So for my creature comfort, I found that 
about 20kms, was my limit and just taking myself  and my day 
pack was all that I wanted to do.

Many feel that they need to complete everything that the 
medieval pilgrims did, forgetting that they were much more fit 
than we are and did not have much in the way of  belongings. So 
they do, and are happy with their choice. I would not be.

The first day on the trail is a killer – 27 kms. However, you 
can cut seven kms off  by staying at the albergue at Orisson, a 
beautiful spot with not so nice people. I did meet some wonderful 
fellow travelers. I was cold and wet as I arrived and I followed a 
group around the side of  the building. I thought I could put my 
bag there as I had already paid for my bed. I was mistaken and 
told so, quite firmly by one of  the women, to remove my bag and 
go to the reception and wait my turn. Another man was yelled at 
because he did his laundry without instructions even though he 
had been told to do it. This formed a bond between Larry and 
me; we were the bad kids. I felt as if  I were back in elementary 
school. The positive of  the situation was that we were developing 
our Camino family. For the next 12 days, we would be sharing 
experiences, both good and bad on our journey, with this family.

As I said, I divided the first day and arrived in Roncesvalles, 
Spain around 4 pm after leaving around 7:30 am. As you have 

St Jean Pied-de-Port

Woman roasting chestnuts
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probably guessed, I am a 
very slow walker, but I found 
a variety of  people to chat 
with, along the way. Every 
evening my group caught 
up and shared a variety of  
experiences. You never know 
what awaits one around a 
corner. One of  my fondest 
memories occurred right 
after my first pilgrim’s mass. I 
had been talking to the priest 
and a lone pilgrim with a 
saxophone started to play Ave 
Maria. It just reminded me 
that my mum was travelling 
along with me. Ave Maria, 
was her favourite song.

I met up with a group 
from Ohio the following day 
and we spent much of  the 
morning walking together. 
We walked through quaint 
Spanish villages and stopped 
for cafe con leche along the 
way.

Our first big city was 
Pamplona. The city of  the 
running of  the bulls and 
before you ask, no I didn’t. 
What we did was a great 
introduction to pintxos, in 
other parts of  Spain called tapas. Delicious bits and pieces that 
you pair with either beer or wine, both of  which are cheaper than 
water. Each bar has its own specialty and it is a lot of  fun trying it 
out.

As we walked we passed ancient fortified towns, Roman roads 
and lots of  pubs. Unlike the West Coast trail, your thirst can be 
quenched. That is not to say that people didn’t get hurt, but it 
was usually from pushing themselves too hard. I managed to fall 
on my face and looked like I had gone a few rounds with Rocky. 
Luckily, I am back to normal now.

The path varies from paved to rugged and the rugged usually 
came at the end of  the day when you are tired and are much more 
likely to fall. One of  the classic down hill walks into Zubiri was 
long, with uncertain footing for several hours, so yes it was a bit 
of  a challenge. One thing was certain, that you would meet other 
travellers who would encourage you to keep going no matter 
what.

We went through medieval towns with beautiful cathedrals, 
some had interesting stories. One such was in Santo Domingo 
de la Calzada. Here, the story goes, a farmer and his family were 
travelling through when a young woman took a fancy to the son 

of  the family. In that her affection was not returned, she hid a 
silver goblet in his luggage. Then she reported him. At the time, 
theft was punishable by hanging so the young man was hanged. 
Santo Domingo, thinking this was unfair, kept the young man 
alive. His parents hearing what had happened rushed back, went 
to magistrate to beg for his release. The magistrate who was 
sitting down to a chicken dinner, made the comment that their 
son was about as alive as this cock. At which point the cock 
stood up and crowed. The magistrate released the son. Since 
then live chickens have been kept in the cathedral and the local 
entrepreneurs have capitalised on the theme, with bakers baking 
chicken pastry and other memorabilia in the theme.

You are a bit dependent on your apps. For example, there 
was the day our weather app told us no rain. Well an hour on the 
road and it came down in buckets. I was never so glad that it was 
probably the shortest day and I had a heater in my room.

Our final rendezvous, Leon, has the most beautiful cathedral 
and statues. The cathedral dominates the town. It has a variety of  
stained glass windows, altar pieces and art that I can’t describe. 
Suffice it to say, that whether you walk the Camino, you should 
visit Burgos, a lovely city on the Way to Saint James.

Main altar in the cathedral in Los Arcos
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The Retired Bard

Cume an spearwa
Poetry editor Larry French, tired of  waiting for more masterpieces from ARM members, has taken matters into his 
own hands with a dusted off  poem from his cupboard. If  this effort does not inspire our poets out there, he threatens to 
dust off  another one in the near future. Forewarned is foreamed.

For this tale give thanks to Venerable Bede:
From elsewhere came to Northumberland,
The Christian message there to plead,
Sententious monks so orotund

That King Edwin their petition heard.
His court assembled on the edge of  York
He asked: “Is it fitting that they spread their word,
Or shall we command them from us to part?”

One Thane replied: “My Lord, the life of  man
To me resembles a brief  sparrow’s flight
Compared to time’s eternal span
Whose sense is cloaked in impenetrable night.

This tiny sparrow through a window flies
Into the great hall warmed by logs ablaze
Where feast your liege men with their merry cries
While outside winter’s snow and tempest rage.

Through the great hall swiftly sweeps the bird
Then just as swift flies out the other side.
This brief  respite done, ere one man has stirred
The swallow’s lost in darkest winter tide.

As such, my Lord, is the brief  life of  man,
From darkness born, and into darkness cast.
And since we nothing know beyond life’s span
Let’s hear these men who may well hold truth fast.”

On hearing him, King Edwin this proclaimed:
“Let Christian monks to us their message bring.”
So six hundred years after Christ’s first reign
Northumberland made welcome Augustine. 

This story of  King Edwin and his Thanes
From Latin into English to us came
From good King Alfred as he fought the Danes,
Put pen to paper when fierce combat waned.

(Cume an spearwa –Like a sparrow. From Margaret Yourcenar’s essay That Mighty Sculptor, Time. Yourcenar’s depiction of  
King Edwin and his imaginative Thane is taken from the Venerable Bede’s Historia Ecclesiastica Gentis Anglorum, 731, as 
translated by King Alfred into Anglo-Saxon while on campaign against the Danes. Verse form by Larry French.)
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Considered

degrowth and Sustainability
By Wayne Ellwood
REVIEWEd BY dAVE GRACEY

If  you want a short course on the economics of  sustainability, 
this book provides an excellent exposition of  the literature. The 
author is a former editor of  the New Internationalist magazine 
and the reader will understand where he is coming from. This 
book challenges conventional economics, in particular our 
addiction to growth. The ideas are not new but they are presented 
in a manner that the general reader can easily understand.
Much of  the book deals with the evidence accumulating against 
the growth ethic which has dominated Western economic 
thought for three hundred years. We are confronted with 
massive climate change and the depletion of  resources. “The 
global footprint now exceeds biocapacity by 20% and that gap is 
growing yearly.”
Ellwood is concerned, quite rightly, about growing inequality and 
the large overcapacity that results, with corporations, “squirreling 
away huge chunks of  cash, instead of  plowing it back into useful 
investment” But if  we redistribute this money to those on lower 
incomes, won’t they spend it? He does say that the people of  
the underdeveloped world cannot aspire to our standard of  
living without inviting disaster but suggests that wealth can be 
directed from the rich world to the poor countries. Finding a way 
to improve the living standards of  the poor majority without 
economic growth will be a serious challenge, but one that we 
must overcome. For the millions living in poverty, a decent 
standard of  living is essential.
 The author clearly understands the role of  money in our 
economic system “Money is… created out of  thin air” and 
because it is created as debt repayable with interest, “there is 
always more debt than there is money” This is, of  course, a 
key dynamic that drives growth because debt must constantly 
increase, via loans, in order for previous debt and interest to be 
paid. But this is impossible, so we experience periodic financial 
crises like that of  2008-9 which wipe out huge chunks of  debt (by 
default) and cause untold hardship to millions. If  we are to end 
growth we must end the debt-money system.
One of  the best parts of  the book deals with the culture of  
consumerism. We produce “way too much stuff, not because 
we need it, but because we need to sell it.” He recounts the rise 
of  advertising over the past century or so and its crucial role in 
maintaining capitalism and consumerism. The addition of  credit 
has enabled the disease and helped augment the mountains of  
debt that burden us. Sadly, all this stuff  does not make us any 
happier, in fact it often makes us feel worse. The book The Spirit 
Level referenced here showed that other factors such as greater 
equality and social cohesion contributed more to happiness than 
material goods.

Can we break the growth/consumerism dynamic?  We must 
reassess “what gives life value,” reduce inequality, “jump off  
the treadmill of  globalization,” work less and reinvigorate our 
communities.  Reducing inequality and improving living standards 
for the poor will defuse the population bomb. The book points 
to the Mondragon Co-Operative in Spain as an inspiring model 
for reforming production. We must tackle inequality, resource 
depletion, climate change and the growth ethic itself.
But as the author states, this is essentially a matter of  power.  In 
the present paradigm, power rests with great corporations and 
their political allies. Can enough people be persuaded that there is 
a viable alternative? That is the question.
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Considered

Masters of Empire: Great Lakes Indians and the 
Making of America
by Michael A. McDonnell
REVIEWEd BY dAVId SCHREIBER

As soon as Europeans arrived in North America, they planted 
flags and boldly claimed possession of  vast swathes of  territory. 
Over the next several centuries they imagined that the few towns 
they set up, some scattered missions and outposts, and the travels 
of  some trappers and traders amounted to sovereignty. In their 
eyes, small in number though they often were, they took the lead 
parts in a grand, world-historical drama about the winning of  a 
new continent; the bit parts, the non-speaking parts, belonged 
to Indigenous people. That was not the reality. For centuries 
the crucial decisions were not made by the Europeans but by 
Indigenous leaders and the most fateful events took place not in 
London, Paris, or Quebec, but in “the woods.” 

In the usual narrative, First Nations appear dimly in the 
background, brought into focus only when they impinge directly 
upon European ambitions—raiding colonists, fighting as 
allies in inter-European conflicts, signing treaties, ceding lands. 
Modern research, however, is revealing that First Nations were 
clearly dominant in North America from the first arrival of  the 
Europeans until nearly the nineteenth century, after the American 
War of  Independence. Until then the newcomers were utterly 
dependent on the good graces of  the original inhabitants. And 
historians now understand that, far from fighting as auxiliaries for 
the French or English, when First Nations stood in battle beside 
European armies, they did so with their own agendas— agendas 
that had much to do with managing Indigenous tensions and 
little to do with wanting final victory for either of  the European 
powers. The geopolitics of  the region were settled around 
council fires, where rivalries and alliances among First Nations 
predominated over relations with the colonial powers.

Michael McDonnell’s Masters of  Empire: Great Lakes Indians and 
the Making of  America is an important contribution to Indigenous-
oriented scholarship. Not only does it present the history of  the 
Great Lakes region by “looking east,” it also reveals that the key 
players were not the nations of  the lower Great Lakes, such as 
the Iroquois (Haudenosaunee) or the Huron (Wendat), but a 
subgroup of  the Anishinaabeg, the Ottawa (Odawa) living at the 
Straits of  Michilimackinac where Lake Huron and Lake Michigan 
meet. Much undervalued by historians, theirs is shown to be the 
preeminent influence both on other First Nations and on the 
European powers. It derived partly from their strategic location in 
the Great Lakes system, a key point in the fur trade, giving them 
control over connections between the lower and upper lakes as 
well as access to the Mississippi Valley and the western plains; 
but also decisive was the tradition of  their women marrying 
outside the group, creating a dense and extensive web of  family 

connections stretching from Green Bay to the St. Lawrence, easily 
activated into alliances.

The title Masters of  Empire is not a tribute to this network, to a 
European-style empire run by the Michilimackinac Odawa, but 
to their achievement in managing the nascent French and English 
empires. In  the early period, the new neighbours, the French, 
were by no means uppermost in the minds of  the Odawa. Some 
traders and a few military personnel were allowed to reside at 
Michilimackinac and voyageurs were allowed to travel through 
the region, but the Odawa controlled the newcomers easily 
through negotiations. The focus of  the Odawa was on hunting, 
cultivating crops, overseeing their extensive trading relationships, 
and keeping abreast of  political developments among other 
Indigenous peoples. The French were accepted in small numbers 
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because in exchange for furs they provided valuable trade goods, 
such as cloth, metal cooking utensils, guns, and ammunition; but 
the grave decisions at Michilimackinac concerned other First 
Nations, especially Iroquois threats from the east, Fox and Sioux 
threats from the west, and Catawba incursions to the south. 
When the French lost their empire, the Odawa found the English 
more difficult to deal with—haughty and expansionist—so they 
set about checking English power, aiming to reduce them to 
fur traders. Only after America became an independent nation 
and settlers poured over the Appalachians by the thousands, 
backed by large armies, did outsiders become an existential threat. 
Even then, however, clever negotiating enabled the Odawa of  
Michilimackinac to avoid the fate of  many other First Nations—
being forcibly removed to distant lands.

A recurring theme of  Masters of  Empire is how events in the 
backwoods of  North America often had repercussions around 
the world. Although France and England had long been rivals in 
the New World, their final struggle for supremacy in the Seven 
Years War began with an effort by Odawa and Ojibwe warriors to 
rebalance the influence of  the two colonial powers, destabilized 
by recent British advances. Their successful attack on a British 
fort at Pickawillany in the Ohio Valley, unanswered by any English 
move, emboldened the French to reassert themselves south of  
the Great Lakes and spurred First Nations to send raiding parties 

to remove British settlers from traditional lands. A chain of  
reactions broadened into a global war between coalitions led by 
the French and British. Every European great power of  the time, 
except the Ottoman Empire, joined in, and the fighting spread 
from North America to Europe, West Africa, the West Indies, 
India, and the Philippines.

At the end of  the Seven Years War, First Nations were furious 
to learn that the French “gave away” their land to the British, and 
they launched a war against the British to establish that they were 
the masters in their own land. McDonnell calls it “the first war 
for American independence in North America.” So effective were 
they that finally the British promised to ban settlements west of  
the Appalachians, a move welcomed by First Nations but decried 
by the American colonies. Then Britain, alarmed at the drain on 
its treasury resulting from so many wars, decided to offset its costs 
by taxing the American colonists, thus laying the groundwork for 
the American War of  Independence.

Master of  Empire is academic history, offering only moderate 
concessions to the general reader in terms of  prose style and 
narrative structure. However, its Indigenous perspective easily 
compensates us for our effort, making us re-think some of  what 
we long took for granted and, like an infrared image of  a familiar 
scene, making the familiar seem unfamiliar again.

Insights
SUMMER 2017

More in-depth educator-specific financial tips, articles and resources  
are available at educatorsfinancialgroup.ca

Not getting eNews yet? Sign up today for educator-specific tips and articles at educatorsfinancialgroup.ca/enews

DID YOU KNOW?

CHUCK’S CORNER

Friends don’t let friends get bad advice.

I
t’s the type of talk you hear over lunch. 
“I’m paying so much interest on my credit 
card it’s almost impossible to pay it off.” “I 

want to set up an RESP for my daughter but I 
can’t find the money.” “I should be saving for 
my retirement but who knows where to start?” 
Everyone needs good financial advice. Be a 
friend, and tell them how Educators Financial 
Group has helped you. 

Did an Accredited Mortgage Professional from 
Educators Financial Group show you how to 
consolidate your debt and pay less interest 

with a line of credit? Did we help you set up an 
Emergency Fund in case of a salary disruption, 
explain how your RRSP best supplements your 
pension? Or perhaps helped you and your 
adult kids set up a budget? (Your spouse and 
children can use Educators, too, even if they’re 
not education members.) 

“Nobody knows education members like 
Educators Financial Group” says Lou 
Comand, Agent – Regional Director, 
Educators Financial Group. “After all, 
Educators Financial Group was established to 

help education members get a mortgage when 
other financial institutions wouldn’t service 
them.”

So the next time someone in the lunchroom 
says they’re having trouble saving for their 
family holiday, or wonders how to reduce the 
amount of interest they pay on their credit card, 
tell them about Educators Financial Group. 
Have them give us a call at 1.800.263.9541. 
We’re here to help.

Calling all parents (and grandparents!)

W
hich childhood phase is the best? 
Baby? Pre-schooler? Teen? Parents 
(and proud grandparents, like me) 

know that all 
stages are special. 
We never stop 
helping our kids 
become the best 
they can be. This 
spring, I opened 
a Registered 
Education Savings 
Plan (RESP) 
for my new 
granddaughter to 
help pay for her 
post-secondary 
education. (Like all 

education members, I am a firm believer in the 
benefits of a good education!)

Similar to childhood, an RESP also has 
different phases. I loosely define these 
phases as Accumulation, Preparing to 
Withdraw, and Enrollment. Each phase has 
its own considerations.

During the Accumulation phase, you’re opening 
an RESP and making regular contributions. 
One tip: Maximize your contribution by putting 
as much as possible of your Universal Child 
Care Benefit into your RESP. This will help you 
reach the $2,500 RESP contribution threshold 
that will get you the maximum Canada 
Education Savings Grant each year. 

In the remaining phases, you may want to 
review your asset allocation to balance your 

imminent withdrawals against your equity risk. 
You can speak to our financial specialists about 
how to manage your RESP investments.

Learn more about these three phases in 
this article in The Learning Centre: 
educatorsfinancialgroup.ca/ChuckRESP

In the meantime, enjoy your kids! 

Chuck Hamilton, President and CEO, 
Educators Financial Group

Have questions or feedback? Email me at: 
chamilton@educatorsfinancialgroup.ca

If you have questions, call us at 
1.800.263.9541 and let’s talk about it! 
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Walk into Retirement 
with a Plan
Presented by:

 
  
During this workshop, you’ll learn about: 

·	 Retiree health insurance benefits 
o Why RTIP is the #1 choice for plan flexibility regarding your health and finances
o Only plan to offer choice with your Health, travel and dental 

·	 Group Home and Auto insurance 
·	 Life insurance solutions tailored to retiree needs and planning
·	 Tax and estate planning before and after retirement
·	 RRSPs and Investments preparations
·	 CPP and OAS
·	 Lending strategies
·	 Your Pension – OTPP and/or OMERS

This complimentary workshop is open to members, new retirees, and spouses. It will cover valuable 
information that will be useful to current and future ARM members.

Date: November 29, 2017
Time
:

10:00 a.m. 
Location: Erie Room, 60 Mobile Drive, Toronto

To Register: Please call Jim Loftus to reserve your place: 416-447-0811
A complimentary lunch and light refreshments will be provided
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Dear ARM Chapter 12 Member,

I am writing this open letter to all of you to formally endorse and 
request your consideration for enrollment into one of the available 
health benefits plans offered to all current and former OSSTF mem-
bers by the  Ontario Teachers Insurance Plan (OTIP).

Should you already be an OTIP subscriber, I hope you are satis-
fied with the service offered, and that you will encourage other col-
leagues to consider becoming a new subscriber in 2018.

As about 40% of you already know, all retired Ontario education em-
ployees, their families and survivors are eligible to apply for cover-
age under an ARM plan. There is also NO age restriction to join an 
ARM plan, simply a requirement of Ontario residency and OHIP cov-
erage at the time of application. Should you spend a certain period 
of time outside of Ontario during part of the year, you are covered by 
95 consecutive days of comprehensive travel insurance with any of 
the current ARM plans at no additional cost to you. Dental coverage 
can also be added at any time, without penalty. Importantly, as an 
ARM OTIP subscriber who might be diagnosed with cancer, you also 
have access to the CAREpath cancer assistance program which 
provides expert guidance and support through every step of your 
cancer experience.

When you purchase an OTIP health plan, you are also automatically 
enrolled in ARM, and the $50 membership fee charged by OSSTF 
is deducted annually with your January plan premium. If you decide 
to join ARM mid-year, the fee is waived until the following year. Full 
information about the various OTIP health benefits plans is available 
by viewing the link on our Chapter 12 website armchapter12.org or 
by contacting OTIP directly at: 1-800-267-6847.

In an effort to provide the ARM membership with more comprehen-
sive health benefits information, OTIP and Chapter 12 are planning 
an information workshop on Wednesday, November 29th located at 
the OSSTF Provincial Office (60 Mobile Drive). The presentation will 
start @ 10:30 am and a light lunch will be provided. Please contact 
Vice-President Jim Loftus (416- 447-0811) by November 17th, if you 
plan to attend or also bring along an interested friend or colleague.
In Federation,

Manfred
Manfred Netzel, President
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At the Latvian Canadian Cultural Centre, 4 Credit Union Drive
Wednesday December 7, 2016 at 10:00 am

Questions: Karma Naike 416-783-6591    Regististration: Jim Loftus 416-447-0811

Come and make this a festive occasion with a seasonal luncheon, carol 
singing, musical performances, meeting old friends and making new
acquaintances! Cost is $35 per person. Cash bar.

A gift of canned food for ARM Chapter 12’s contribution to the Daily 
Bread Food Bank Drive would be most appreciated.

H
ol

iday CelebrationARM
Chapter 12

Wednesday, December 6, 2017 at 10:00 am 


